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Visitors at “Mind Forcefield — Wholehearted Painting Exhibition”

u The Current Conditions of Chinese Contemporary Artists
during the COVID-19 Pandemic

Federation of Asian Artists China Beijing Committee Chair
Yao Ming

Since last year, the lives of people around the world have been deeply impacted by the spread of the SARS-CoV-2 virus.
Artists are no exception, and this has been a difficult time for us, too.

However, even in the midst of the pandemic, artists have had a strong sense of responsibility and mission, and with
unwavering passion and desire, have continued to produce works that provide spiritual support for people throughout
society to overcome the threat of the virus. Furthermore, artists have been exhibiting their works in cultural exchange
exhibitions and engaged in sales of their works in a variety of ways.

Looking back on last year, almost no exhibitions with international artists were held. Seven artists from the Federation of
Asian Artists Japan Committee were invited to exhibit works at the “2020: Zaiyiqi (Together) — Pacific Rim Artists Invita-
tional Exhibition,” which was to be hosted at the Shaanxi Province Art Museum, but this ended up being held as an online
exhibition instead. In this exhibition, works of artists from 12 countries were exhibited online. In recent years, as the
Internet has become more widespread, it has become common for paintings to be sold through Internet auctions.

This year, as the number of people infected with the SARS-CoV-2 virus has declined, artists have gradually returned to
their usual artistic activities. Two of the participants of the 29th Asian International Art Exhibition, Mr. Zhang Zhaohui and
Mr. Liao Yuan are among 10 modern artists, including leading contemporary ink and water painter Mr. Zhang Yu, holding
the “Mind Forcefield — Wholehearted Painting Exhibition” at the Niandai Gallery in Wenzhou, Zhejiang, China. Many
visitors were not wearing masks at the exhibition’s opening ceremony.

In this way, if the pandemic gets under control in countries around the world, starting next year, foreign artists will be able
to gather at a variety of international exchange exhibitions and conduct artistic exchange activities

| look forward to the world’s artists coming together under one roof and having a spirited artistic exchange next time at
the 30th Asian International Art Exhibition.
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