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o The current state of COVID-19 and art activities in Singapore and Prospects
for Future International Art Activities.

Tan Seng Kok
President, Modern Art Society (Singapore) / FAA Singapore Committee Chairman

Covid 19 has greatly affected the world, infrastructures and businesses have all been significantly affected. Covid19 has
changed the dynamism of businesses in all sectors including art. In Singapore, our nation as a collective whole has
stepped up efforts in trying to digitalise our infrastructure and work processes. Businesses have shifted to working from
home and schools have shifted towards home based learning approaches. With the rise of Non-fungible Token (NFT),
there are also possibilities which have opened up new avenues for art showcase.

In order to streamline art practice with the sped up digitalisation age in Singapore, National Arts Council (Singapore) has
implemented the Digital Presentation Grant for the Arts (DPG). The DPG is a time-limited scheme that aims to support
efforts by artists and arts organisations to present their work in digital form or via digital mediums, during this Covid-19
period. Modern Art Society (Singapore) has explored the option of bringing artworks onto the digital platform.

Recently, we have held a series of exhibitions which was initiated by members of our society namely
Baet Yeok Kuan, Tan Seng Kok and William Goh, titled "Reconnect 1" and "Reconnect 2".

This series took on a blended approach with the first part of the exhibition "Reconnect 1" taking place physically on site
in our new society office in 9@Tagore with 26 participating artists from our society. The exhibition has also been featured
as part of Singapore Art Week 2021, an annual event in Singapore to showcase and promote the Arts.

The second part "Reconnect 2" was launched on The Sims 4 library and Youtube platform to reach out to new audiences
globally on the digital platform. It was a new experience for Modern Art Society to design an exhibition and gallery online
through a gaming platform. The gallery was created in collaboration with Singapore 3D artist Chen Jun Tao. The project
is also launched with support of the National Arts Council (Singapore) as part of the DPG initiative.

The exhibition walk through can be viewed through the QR code below.

Moving forward, Modern Art Society (Singapore) would look towards blending both digital and physical approaches in
exhibitions and shifting most of our meetings online through the Zoom platform. we hope to adopt methods within digital-
isation which made administrations between international members and artists more fluent. The prospects of the art
market still bear hopes for the future and this is a time where the art fraternity of the world must support each other and
work together. Let us stay positive and brace ourselves together through this trying times.

"Darkness cannot chase out darkness, Only Light and Hope.."



