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o Transformation of Artistic Energy-Talk about the artistic activities
under the Covid-19 Epidemic in Taiwan in 2021

Taiwan
Tao Wen Yuen

If you want to immediately enumerate the important events that happened in the world in 2021, the new crown pneumonia
(Covid-19, English name Novel Coronavirus Pneumonia, abbreviated as: new crown pneumonia or NCP), there is no
doubt that it will be the first choice, because of the huge influences. And the level covered is the whole world. From
December 2020, an unexplained epidemic first began in Wuhan, China, and then the epidemic emerged everywhere in the
whole world. All human-related activities and lives seem to be messed up. Countries do their best to fight against it, they
have planned the anti-epidemic policies. Attempt to prevent the spread of the epidemic, the implementation of the "state
of lockdown" formed. But still cannot stop the rapid spread of the disease. According to the latest statistics on May 15,
2021 this year, the world has 161,538,233 people were diagnosed. Among them, the United States, the most severely
affected country, had 32,894,616 confirmed diagnosed. In addition, the global death toll reached 3,353,073 deaths. These
figures keep to continue every day. In the process of changing and updating... it can be said that the emergence of new
coronary pneumonia has completely changed the original order and way of life in the world. Now that people are walking
outdoors, it is inevitable to wear masks.

Although Taiwan is not a member of the World Health Organization, it relies on its own sensitivity to the epidemic, because
we have experienced severe aggression by the SASE virus before. When the epidemic was discovered, it had put in
anti-epidemic measures very early, but the new crown virus is so tenacious. Tenaciousness, and the virus itself will
mutate, and it will also cause difficulties for countries to fight against the virus. When the virus can be completely eliminat-
ed, it is still a question mark at this point in time. Many countries in the world, such as the United States, India, Brazil,
etc., Taiwan appears relatively safer. In terms of art activities, when many large-scale art exhibitions around the world are
cancelled or postponed due to the severe epidemic, Taiwan is able to hold art exhibition moderately locally to regionally,
and continue to promote art activities.

Since the outbreak of the new crown epidemic, in order to prevent the spread of the epidemic, all countries have adopted
blockade and containment methods. Almost all large-scale activities have been forced to stop. Fortunately, the conve-
nience of the technology network can solve some problems through live broadcast or video. In fact, with the convenience
of the Internet, many art have been sharing and displaying artworks through virtual galleries and art spaces set up on the
Internet. However, most people are still accustomed to viewing artworks in physical spaces. If the epidemic is not serious,
they can effective control within a certain safety range, of course, physical space can be opened for visits, but if the
epidemic becomes serious, people will be forced to isolate or evacuate crowds. At this stage, if this is the case, it seems
like watching art through the Internet. It is also the only thing that can be done at present, and it has also led to the need
to implement and change habits, and to relieve the space for artistic interaction and exchange in a timely manner.

The most successful case of art activities in Taiwan during this period was the charity sale of artworks under name of
“artistsupportpledge” initiated by contemporary artist Wang Jian Yang. The original inspiration for this activity is to refer
to the "artistsupportpledge " created by British artist Matthew Burrows. It is a pledge to encourage artists to help each
other. Simply to say, this is an art activity of bail out. | think often that artists are people who are easily out of touch with
society. They embrace loneliness while creation may not be practically implemented in society. "Artist" seems to be a
fake, noble spirit profession. He does not have a general professional retirement system (although like the French Artists
Professional Union, but that It's just a certain degree of protection, a drop in the bucket). Artists are called "retired" until
they are old and unable to create. Most artists often have to face the test of poverty in order to create, but it is his
persistence and attitude that artists are respected. Facing the future, who knows that choosing to be an artist can be
successful, so in my opinion: a successful artist must have at least: 1. A unique style. 2. Superb technical performance
(special skills). 3. The number of works created. 4. Good gallery management. 5. Promotion of art marketing. 6. Favorite
contacts . 7. Personal luck. Only a few artists who have the right time, place, and people are in place, can they have a
better chance of getting ahead and succeed.
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Taiwan’s " artistsupportpledge " event (the event lasts for two months, 3/30-5/31), through the Internet to share art and
sell art, and the key point is that no commission is charged. Everyone is capable to purchase the works he like. The rule
of the event is that an artist’s work is based on NT$ 6,800 (approximately £200). If you sell 5 works, you need to buy a
work of another artist. This activity was carried out, and | did not expect to bring support and response from many
artists.

Of course, collectors also enthusiastically participate in the collection, and the event can be successful. The price of NT$
6800 for his own works is very attractive to buyers, whether they are artists, collectors or original non-collectors, the
implementation of this cheap strategy is to successfully attract them. Since the event was held, the effect has been
extremely enthusiasm, covering a wide range of art categories, including: oil painting, watercolor, ink, calligraphy,
composite media, sculptures and handicrafts, etc., from flat to three-dimensional appearances are very diverse and rich.
This uniform price of NT$6,800 has attracted everyone's invest of collection, like a snowball, and has created a miracle
at this severe time in the art market caused by the epidemic.

| think the event itself started the enthusiasm for art collection (because it set the price that everyone can buy). In
addition, when the artist sells five pieces, he collects one of others. It also creates a cycle of art exchange. The pattern
of objects, but the win-win situation with a small income is also the reason for many artists to participate frantically
(participating artists tend to be younger and the painting prices are low). But after all, this sudden art activity broke
Taiwan’s fixed art commercial development mechanism, and also caused some artists and galleries to worry about
whether such a cheap sale would destroy the original art price sale. In fact, everything is fine. There are both advantages
and disadvantages. Because of the severe epidemic, almost physical art fairs and art exhibitions have been forced to
cancel. Some of them are changed to online art exhibitions, which is not a strategy to change accordingly. Most of the
worry is that some artists who were originally sold at fixed prices in the art market are now selling at cheaper prices. Then
how will they face the original collectors in the future (the price they bought before is higher than the current price), and
the future collectors will face high-priced art. Do you still want to collect? In fact, there are no permanent winners and
losers. If art cannot withstand the test of reality, many galleries will also face closures. This is not the case for many differ-
ent companies.

In addition, the exhibitions set up through the Internet, ranging from small galleries to large interactions with international
exhibitions, are of course the best exhibited forms during this period, although Taiwan also closed or postponed all
exhibitions following the footsteps of Europe and the United States at the beginning. Art exhibitions, but later due to the
proper control of the epidemic, in addition to the art exhibitions held in various galleries in North, Central and South,
many large art fairs, such as hotel exhibition, have also continued to hold external exhibitions, and many important
international exhibitions have also been launched during this time, such as For example, the Kuandu Museum of Fine
Arts of Taipei National University of the Arts held the " Yoshitomo Nara Special Exhibition" (2021/3/12-6/20), and later
touring to Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts (July) and Tainan Fine Arts Museum (November) for exhibitions . "Chiharu
Shioda: The Shaking Soul" (2021/05/01-2021/08/29) specially planned by the Taipei Fine Arts Museum also caused a
sensation. The National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts in Taichung exhibited "Thomas Ruff-After the Image 1989-2020
Thomas Ruff Photography Exhibition (2021/03/27 ~ 2021/07/04). Kaohsiung Museum of Fine Arts held the American
Video Art Pioneer Soup Tony Oursler's "Black Box-Magical Appearance in Form" Special Exhibition
(2021/01/23-2021/05/16). So far, the epidemic has started to spread in Taiwan cities like Taipei, New Taipei City, and
Taoyuan City in the past few days. The original security environment has been disturbed, and the originally open space
has returned to isolation and control. It was about to be carried out. The art exhibitions in Taiwan have to be postponed
or cancelled. This is the current situation in the battle against the epidemic... It requires a long-term resistance.

The Asian International Art Exhibition (the full name is Asian International Art Exhibition, hereinafter referred to as Asia
Exhibition). This year, Japan will be the organizer of the Asian Exhibition. It will be arranged at Kyushu Arts and Cultural
Center from August 7th to August 29th, 2021. Held, Taiwan is led by the newly appointed Chairmanr of the Taiwan Com-
mittee Tsong Pu. There are currently 20 new members, including: Ho Kan, Lee Chung Chung, Jenny Chen, Tsong Pu,
Huang Ming Che, Hsu Rue, Lu Ming Te, Jun T. Lai, Dino Tsai, Liu Yung Jen, Lu Hsien Ming, Pan Yu, Tao Wen Yueh, Lien
Chien Hsing, Chou Pei Yung, Keng Hao Kang, Chen Chien Jung, Wu Tung Lung, Hsiao Chu Fang, Hsu Ting. The mem-
bers of the Taiwan Committee are currently quite active artists in Taiwan. Through this Asian Exhibition, they share
Taiwan's diverse culture and artistic creation. Under the severe COVID-19 pandemic in the world, a good interaction and
communication with art, the therapeutic method of art activities still has its positive energy, and | also hope that the
epidemic of this century catastrophe will soon be far away and eliminated. Let the world return to normal peace.



